Air America Vigilante

Famous for their extensive line of high-pressure air systems for Paintball, Air America hit the low-price inline regulator market with a bang by introducing the Vigilante in 1999.  Still readily available today, the Vigilante has been recognized as one of the best regulators available in any price range.  With the simple changing of the main spring, it can be set from 0 to 1200 PSI output pressure, making it viable for any marker available today.

The road to excellence in accuracy has three stops on it: Barrel quality, paint-to-bore match and consistent velocity.  The key to consistent velocity is of course, the same amount of gas propelling the ball out of the barrel each time you pull the trigger.  The best way to make sure this is achieved is via an inline pressure regulator.  Now, nearly all regulators will deliver a consistent flow of gas given enough time to recharge the pressure, but the secret to a real high performance regulator is the ability to recharge in a very short amount of time, and cycle quickly once the marker is fired (thus relieving the pressure).  The Vigilante has a high recharge rate, and is suitable on any of today’s high rate of fire markers.

Another common malady of the regulator world is the use of CO2 as a propellant. Air America hit the nail on the head with the vigilante, as it works well with both HPA and CO2 setups.  The Vigilante excels when using HPA, but unlike some regulators on the market (even others by Air America) the Vigilante can indeed function on CO2.  As with all CO2 setups, it is advised to run an anti-siphon tube in the tank to ensure the minimum amount of liquid CO2 is entering the regulator, but the Vigilante can actually handle liquid in small amounts.
The Vigilante is also reputed to have one of the higher flow rates of all regulators available today.  This means that for all you low-pressure gun users (such as some modified Cockers, Bushmasters, Spyders, etc) there won’t be any air starvation problems from lack of airflow, provided you use a high flow hose system like steel braided or macroline.

Another great feature on the Vigilante is dual input ports, which can be handy because it allows you to mount your hose setup on either side of the reg. This allows you to customize your setup according to how you grip the regulator when firing. Also included is an output port that lies between the two input ports, which can be used to mount a gauge (or something else,for the more creative tinkerers out there).

Adjusting the Vigilante is a simple task.  Simply unscrew the bottom cap, which is similar to the cap of a 2 liter bottle, and use either a quarter, a flathead screwdriver, or even the correct size Allen wrench.  Tighten to increase pressure, or loosen to decrease.  Remember to give the regulator at least one “clearing” shot after adjusting pressure, so that the new setting has time to take effect.  

Maintenance of the Vigilante is simple:  place a few drops of paintgun-approved oil (Sewing Machine oil works perfectly) in your gun’s ASA (where you screw in the tank) and fire the gun with no paint loaded several times, giving the oil time to run through the works of the regulator and marker.

The Vigilante is available in two different color configurations, Black top and red bottom, or all black.  Also for a small price, a replacement spring can be ordered from just about anywhere that sells the Vigilante itself, in case you need to switch between high and low pressure operation.  

Overall, the Vigilante is a superb regulator with high flow and easy maintenance, and at a price between 55 and 75 dollars it would be a challenge to find better, regardless of price.

