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Cheating in Paintball

Is it just more VISIBLE when it’s committed in tournaments, and we hold the players

there to a higher standard; or is there a higher percentage of cheating among tournament players who may feel they have 'more to lose'?

Truman: “ I'll start... I think cheating is there all the time, but that it's SEEN more because the more visible format of the paintball tournament.  I tend to compare it to being cut off in traffic by a 500 class Mercedes, or by a 72 Nova.   You want to think the MB driver will hold a higher standard of behavior, because of his more prominent status, and are then more disappointed in him when he doesn't meet your expectations.”


Cessna:
“The fact that high-level, high-exposure players cheat without thinking twice about it is unacceptable. Paintball will be a second-rate sport as long as those who represent us in the public eye cheat and are allowed to get away with it.” 


“Other professional sports are run by organizing bodies that hold athletes to high standards of integrity.  Players that cheat are harshly penalized - they are fined or banned from competing within the league.  Sometimes the penalties that a league imposes are strict, but in the long run these sanctions are necessary if a sport is to be taken seriously - and only sports that are taken seriously gain respect and popularity.”


“A perfect example of this comes from baseball history.  In 1919 the Chicago White Sox "threw" the World Series - they lost intentionally in exchange for bribes.  People became disillusioned with baseball and public support for the sport dwindled.  In response, Major League Baseball owners banned all of the players from the Sox from playing baseball professionally for life.  They also established the office of the Commissioner of Baseball, a position responsible for maintaining the integrity of baseball.  After these actions were taken baseball became popular again.  If baseball had not imposed penalties upon the players that had cheated and then "cleaned up its image," the public would have continued to reject the game.”


“Sports that are seen to be corrupt are viewed as second-class sports and lose their fan base.  Sports that hold their athletes to a high standard of integrity are respected - and become more popular.  If paintball continues to in effect condone cheating by not rigorously penalizing those who cheat, paintball will continue to be viewed by outsiders as a second class sport.  Paintball will be seen as the province of arrogant cheaters, and the sport will fade away.”


Angst: “More cheating I tournaments than in recball?  No.  Well, no in part.  I’ve been involved (if not directly participated) in most every aspect of paintball life.  I'm a die-hard recballer, but I've played in 24hr scenario games, been involved in minor pb competitions and been a spectator at 'real' pb tourneys.  I've played woods, I've played speedball and I've played sup-air.  I'm a pump-player at heart, but I play semi sometimes, and I've played with auto's before.”


“In all these different groups of rules/games/styles-of-play, there is cheating.  From the back-woods 5-people-showed-up-today to bigger games with 50 people on a side to 500-on-500 speedball games (yes) there is cheating - significant cheating. From  "snipers" that don't want to admit they were careless and let someone get on their flank over to  speedballers that refuse to admit that that’s NOT spray, that’s a hit - even when the spray is solid, like, the size of a dinner plate with shell in it.”


“I do think there is "more" cheating at the tourney level, but there, "cheating" is a gray area for some people because they don't realize that not only do the rules change at a tourney level, but the way you play changes as well.  There are some instances where the tourney rules state that you can wipe splatter so it doesn't accumulate or look like a hit.  So the players as they play will do a barrel-wipe or wipe at a jersey that has been sprayed.  Some people can see the splatter-removal and see it as cheating.  That said, unfortunately, since there is more at stake, some players want to save face and be the winner at whatever cost.  These players will wipe a direct hit.  Or play on with a direct hit.  Or slide into a bunker ON a hit to wipe it.”


Truman: “I understand some tourneys have a player play until a ref calls him out.  I really hate to play against some of  those guys in rec games, they just get in the habit ( so they say, heh) of playing on with a hit.”


Angst:  “So, is there more cheating in tourneys?  Maybe.  Probably, even.  But a lot of that 'probably' is because it isn't frowned on enough.  The players that do cheat aren't really ashamed of it because maybe it isn't that big of a deal where they’re playing.  I will certainly say for the record that you will see significant and completely unacceptable amounts ofcheating in recball as well.”


Shockjock:  “It is obvious that cheating is more visible in tournaments, and as a result the popular perception is that tourney players cheat more than other players.  But it's not that simple.  There are simply more eyes on the game than in a recreational situation.  People film tournament games Referees are watching each player closely, and so on.  It's hard to wipe when the opposing team is screaming to the referee to check you, because all eyes are on you.  I think it's important that we continue to hold tournament players to a higher standard if the paintball community truly wishes tournament paintball to grow into a mainstream sport.  Every mainstream sport holds its professional players to the highest of standards while onfield, and I believe it's only logical that paintball should too!”


“Recreational games typically have a far lower referee-to-player ratio, and I think many players cheat in those games too, but that it often goes undetected because there's not so much attention devoted to each individual player.  Recreational fields are typically much larger than tournament fields, resulting in players often being out of the line of sight of referees, the opposing team, and sometimes their teammates.  I suspect (and have seen) that many recreational players take advantage of this opportunity to cheat and remain undiscovered.”


Truman:  “Tournament rules create situations that can LOOK like cheating.  Tournament pressure creates the MOTIVE to cheat. Tournament visibility creates situations where it will be seen and often recorded for even more exposure after the fact.  Paintball is a nascent sport, and it must survive much more public scrutiny in its infancy than sports that have risen to prominence before it. This is true because, paintball in some respects resembles armed conflict, and also because there are simply more media on hand to record paintball at its best and its worst. Pro wrestling resembles conflict too, but that’s discounted as bad acting and gymnastics.  

“I guess if people could be trusted not to play on after a hit, any projectile would do to play with, no paint required.”


Cessna:  “Whether or not there is more cheating in Tournament play or Rec-ball is not the issue - everyone (myself included) has strong opinions on that subject.  The fact is that cheating is more visible in Tournament play; and for that reason cheating must be more strongly discouraged in Tournaments.  Like it or not, many new paintball players look up to Tourney players, and cheating only sets a bad example.”


“No matter how good a Rec-ball player is, he or she will not have the same level of exposure as a Tournament player of comparable skill.  Tournament players are by their very nature in the public eye.  Therefore they must "set the example" and have higher ethical standards if they want to be taken seriously.”


“Rec-ball is more likely to be played between groups of friends, and often the only prize at stake will be bragging rights.  Therefore the penalties for cheating will often not be any greater than "losing face" in front of a group of friends.  How can you brag about winning if everyone knows you cheated?”


“Furthermore, a player who consistently cheats will not be invited to the next "pickup" game - essentially they will be banned from play without the intervention of an outside agency.”


“I will stand by my initial statement - if paintball continues to in effect condone cheating by not rigorously penalizing those who cheat, paintball will continue to be viewed by outsiders as a second class sport.  For the sake of our sport, we must hold ourselves - Rec-ballers and Tourney players alike - to a high standard of ethics and neither cheat nor condone cheating.”

