Paintball: The Great Divides

Paintballers are still developing ways to get together and share their experiences, both with their peers in the game and with people who haven’t yet played.  The internet is quickly becoming the preferred forum for exchanging information with other players, without regard to their location in the strata of the game. The following comments were compiled from content found right here at The Complete Paintball Bulletin Boards.


[b]Cessna:[/b]  Why are paintballers as a group so bad at communicating with each other? And why are we so bad about letting each other know what we know about the sport? 



Here’s one theory. As it stands now, there are a seemingly limitless number of “factions” in the sport of paintball. Rec-ballers vs. Tourney players. Pumpers vs, Semi’s. People who play with a Brass Eagle Talon vs. people who sink fortunes into their guns. And, of course, old “vets” vs. newbies. 


The game of paintball is certainly ALL of these groups yet, oddly, and maybe because of these divisions, there seems to be little concept of paintball as a whole amongst many players. They tend to stay within their own faction – or clique – and rarely venture outside of it. There is almost no communication between these groups. How many rec-ballers know when the next nearby tourney will be? And if they wanted to play, could they find where to register in time? Or how many tourney players would like to find a good weekend game of casual rec-ball with a new group? 


There are three outstanding paintball stores in the Denver Metro area, there are a number of fields within driving distance, and the local grocery store carries two paintball magazines. Someone must be keeping these fields in business, and buying the magazines, but it is still next to impossible to get enough people together for a weekend game, let alone form a serious tourney team. And it is surprising how many people have their “local field” but will not even try to play at other fields. Or people at the fields complain about having to buy gear on-line – I’ll tell them about a local store, and they’re usually surprised that it exists! 


When I talk to people at fields or in stores, most are enthusiastic about “getting together with other groups” or “bringing in new people.” Yet when it comes to actually doing something about it and/or trying something new, the response is often less than enthusiastic. 


It seems people are just stuck in their ways. They play with a small group of friends, and complain about never being able to find enough people to form a real team or set up a big scenario – but they never answer the “players wanted” ads at the local store. How many casual rec-ballers are out there playing in little closed groups who would like to be part of the “big picture” but don’t have a clue where to begin? It’s easy to imagine lots of groups like this – they bought markers at Wal-Mart, play against each other, and think that they’re the only ones “into it.” If they knew what else was out there, they’d jump in wholeheartedly – but they’ve got to discover it first. 


On a personal level, this is, in fact, why I started posting on internet message boards like this one. My hope is that this bulletin board (and, to be fair, others like it) become the places people go to try to find other players, teams, stores, and the like. I’ve had pretty good luck so far – I’ve found some good people – but nowhere as many as I’d like.




[b]Truman:[/b] Maybe a lot of players don’t reach outside of their known familiar groups for fear of having to be a ‘newbie’ all over again.  A very high percentage of paintballers are adolescent males.  Few organisms can be as unwelcoming as a teenage boy in a competitive environment.  When you go to the trouble of gaining respect in a given environment, it can get hard to move out of it, into strange territory.  



Fear of the unknown can also play a hand in keeping paintballers within their own ‘cells’.  I don’t personally like going to a new field, alone, and having to figure out or ask about all the rates and rules.  I have the standard male revulsion for asking directions anyway, and that’s not helped by being a stranger in a strange land.



Fields aren’t likely to standardize their pricing or rules anytime soon, but through various internet message boards, one can do a lot of planning and field reconnaissance, and eliminate a good deal of the unknown.  I myself have traveled to and visited a half dozen fields that I would not have ever known about, had I not set something up beforehand via the internet.  In addition, each time I’ve gone somewhere new, I’ve been able to put a face to the disembodied virtual voice of whoever I set up to meet there.  It’s pretty nice to go someplace new if you can be reasonably sure there will be somebody there you can talk with.



Too, there’s probably a factor of ‘’My way is the right way’. As a rec baller, I discounted the idea that I would have much fun playing a tourney.  It’s very easy to think that way – especially when your peers have a low estimation of people who play a different kind of game.   This is another place where I was aided by the internet.  I came to have a more diverse field of input about how I want to play.

[b]Summary[/b]

In a nutshell, the communication lack in paintball, although improving with time, is an unseen force that could potentially cripple our sport.  From lack of advertising by local fields and stores to lack of direct communication from player to player, there are many things that can and should be done in order to ensure a bright future for paintball.  If you’re interested in seeing paintball not just survive, but thrive, make sure you’re not “out of the loop”.  Stay in contact with local players, internet players, and your local stores and fields to ensure the healthy improvement of your own paintball experience!  

