Paintball Mania Presets; Outstanding Choice For All 

By: Jason Van Dyke 

Having played paintball for about seven years now, I have had the opportunity to use a wide variety of products related to paintball. 

Every once in a while I will find a product that I like so much that I will refuse to use anything else. Paintball started using 12 gram CO2 and then went to constant air CO2.   CO2 will not likely ever be completely phased out of the sport. However, as nitrogen tanks continue to get cheaper, and fills more available at fields, I believe we will see more and more players using them. 

I have used tanks by Paintball Mania (Nitro Duck), Air America, and PMI. I have always gone back to Paintball Mania. The reasons for this are pretty easy to understand: their products are very high quality and just don’t seem to leak or break down at embarrassing moments. I cannot say the same thing from my experience about PMI Pure Energy tanks or some of the regulators made by Air America. 

Now, when buying a nitrogen system it is important to understand exactly what you need and what you do not need. If you are running an inline regulator that is worth the money you paid for it, a preset tank is all that you need. If you are have a high-end gun such as a newer Bushmaster 2000, Defiant, Impulse, or Angel, the regulator that comes with your gun will work perfectly fine. If you shoot an Autococker or another high-end gun without an inline regulator built in, you will probably want to purchase a high-pressure regulator like a Palmer Stabilizer, AKA Sidewinder, or ANS Gen-X regulator. Guns such as Spyders and Tippmanns, which are designed for input pressures around 700-800psi, do not need an inline regulator unless you want extra pressure consistency. 

The reasoning behind this is because the inline regulator on your gun will act just like the second regulator on an adjustable tank. Why pay extra for something that you do not really need? A preset tank offers the versatility of CO2 and is not going to run you close to $400 like many of the adjustable tanks will. 

Screw-in tanks are easier to remove from your gun, which makes safe storage and cleaning of your paintgun a much more manageable task. Also, because it does not have an extra regulator that most players won't need anyway, a preset tank setup is considerably lighter than most adjustable systems. This is something anybody that plays up front definitely needs to take into consideration. 

The Paintball Mania preset tanks are somewhere in the middle as far as nitrogen tank prices go. They are more expensive than PMI tanks and some other brands, but they are obviously going to be less expensive than Angel Air or some of the other more expensive setups like Max-Flow or Armageddon. If you have used older model 3000psi tanks, the newer models work pretty much the same. The only differences are that Paintball Mania now uses a smaller gauge which does not get hung up on your drop forward as often, which can be a tremendous pain. Thankfully, they have discontinued using a non-standard fill nipple on 4500psi tanks. 

Drawbacks? The only I have experienced is that I have noticed that the gauges on these tanks are very easy to break. This is somewhat annoying because having a working gauge on your tank is something I consider to be a necessity. I also wish that Paintball Mania would include a fill nipple protector with their tanks. It would be a nice bonus that probably would not cost them very much. Also - (this is by going from information given by their website) that they offer the LT (88ci) setup for 3000 psi but the only tank larger than 68ci for 4500psi is a 110ci. I think it would make more sense for them to switch this around and offer the 110ci for 3000psi and the LT (88ci) setup for 4500psi. 

In conclusion, you may be assured that if you buy from Paintball Mania, you will receive a high quality product that will serve you well in years to come. 
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