The PMI Piranha. 

Pursuit Marketing Inc burst into the stacked tube semi automatic blow back scene in 1998. They have been long time partners with Sheridan and have made fine pumps for many years. 

The new Piranhas (semi version, PMI also made Piranha Pumps) is a very nice entry-level marker. They come in many different versions to suit your playing style and budget. 

[b]Selection[/b]

The First model Piranhas were called Generation 1, or G1 for short. These had a 9 inch non ported barrel, a single trigger polymer 45 grip frame, and the vertical adapter had no threads for a Low Pressure chamber. While these were decent guns, they had a few flaws that were cause for an upgrade: 

The metal that PMI used for the sear was a very soft one. The sear would wear out in as quickly as one game, leaving many players to fix their brand new gun after their first day of play. This problem was immediately fixed by PMI, offering a laser cut sear from a harder material. They will replace the sear free of charge if you send in your old, worn out one. 


Other than the soft sear, these were great beginner and mid level guns. 
As they were new to the market, no upgrades were available at the time of their release in 1998. The gun stayed stock, with the exception of the barrel, which is threaded the same as the very popular Kingman Spyder series.

 
The newer, G2 (Generation 2) models had a few more features added to them. They had a venturi bolt, a longer ported and honed barrel, Ram Air chamber, and most come stock with a double trigger frame. An aluminum frame is also available. 

Different variants of the Piranha were released with the G2 line, they are: 

Piranha VTL

This is the base model Piranha. It has a double trigger, venturi bolt, honed barrel, and the air tank is screwed in vertically. This makes for a very compact, light setup. These can be found online for roughly 90 dollars, making it one of the cheapest semi-auto markers available. 

Piranha BL

This gun has all the features of the VTL, but has a bottomline setup. This mounts the tank under the grip, so you may use it as a stock and keep the gun steady while firing multiple shots.

 
Piranha STS

This has all the features of the VTL, and BL, but sports a gas through foregrip. It still mounts the tank under the grip, but now you have a grip to hold onto instead of a hose. This makes the gun very sturdy, and greater accuracy can be achieved. 

Piranha EXT

This is the exact same as the STS, functionally, but it comes in an array of colorful anodizing jobs. Available is black with blue splash, black with chrome highlights, or Titanium with chrome highlights. These run in the $150 price range. 

Piranha PSI

This gun sports all the looks and features of the STS, but comes with a PMI Pure Energy regulator.  The price is considerably higher, but greater the consistency offered by the regulator generally means greater accuracy.


Piranha Pro

This is the high-end model of the Piranha line. It comes with vertical feed, various 3 color fade splashed anodizing, and an aluminum double trigger and trigger frame. This can be found for about 250 at most online stores. 


The new, Generation 3 (G3) Piranhas have some really nice, good-looking new markers to add to the Piranha line. Now every Piranha model comes with the option of vertical feed, and most come with at least 2 different color choices. This opens up the Piranha line to fit just about any player, as there are so many different configurations available.

[b]Upgrade Paths[/b]

The Piranha line is very similar to the popular Kingman Spyder gun line. Many of the accessories for the Spyder fit the Piranha. The things that DON’T fit the Piranha are Spyder bolts and Spyder trigger frames. All other accessories will fit, including barrels, valves, and vertical adapters.  Shocktech is now making delrin bolts for the Piranha, along with Centerflag, Boo-Yah, and now even PMI, who are making electronic trigger frames for the Piranha. These are great add-ons, however, some can be quite costly. 


Upgrading the Piranha is very easy. If you can use a screwdriver, Allen wrenches, and small wrenches you can upgrade your Piranha without the help of a professional airsmith. 

[b]Summary[/b]

The Piranha is a cheap yet well-built, great performing marker for any player. With some care and proper cleaning/oiling it will last a lifetime. I would highly recommend the Piranha for a player just starting out, or as a backup gun to a higher end marker, or even to the veteran who wants to be competitive but doesn't want to break the bank on an expensive gun. 

If you have any questions about the Piranha, feel free to stop by the [url= http://www.completepaintball.com/bbs/forumdisplay.php?s=&forumid=46]PMI forums[/url] here on complete PAINTBALL. Everyone there is willing to spend their time to help you with any questions or concerns you may have. No matter what you buy, remember to have fun, be safe. After all, that's what this sport is all about.

If you need to contact PMI here are the phone numbers: 

Website: http://www.pminetwork.com 

john@pminetwork.com 

Phone: 
Headquarters 800-334-0502 
Piranha Support 800-579-1633 

